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Karlene’s Korner
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1. The biggest problem I struggle with at school is …………………………………………….
2. Whenever my family & I get into arguments, it’s usually about …………………….

3. When I get angry with God, it’s usually because …………………………………………….

4. To have a good family life, you need ……………………………………………………………….

5. The biggest disappointment in my life is ………………………………………………………….

6. My greatest victory is ………………………………………………………………………………………..

7. The one thing I do, but know I shouldn’t is ……………………………………………………..

8. The part of religion that I struggle with is ………………………………………………………..

9. One thing I’d like to ask God is …………………………………………………………………………

10. On a scale of 1 – 10 (10 being the most), how honest were you in these questions?
Meanwhile, in the Resource Room, there are videos about the Caring Christians, Stephen showing forgiveness, and the life of Paul to supplement your lessons. There are also folders with ideas to help teach your Scripture Memory Steps and lots of crafts & game ideas. And don’t forget there are snacks & drinks in the Resource Room before each service – just for you. Check it out!





Have fun teaching!








Love, Karlene             

Videos & Coloring Pages for Preschool / Kindergarten Class
It has been brought to our attention that some of the videos & coloring pages used in the preschool class seem to be too advanced for that age level. Concepts of fighting, death, torture, etc, which are a part of our Bible stories are not necessary to teach the Bible lesson and might scare our little ones. Please be aware that Veggie Tales® are appropriate for this age, but some of our older videos, although animated cartoons, could be too graphic for preschoolers. Also, some of the coloring pages that depict battles or fighting are not necessary for this age level. For help on how to deal with these issues, refer to the April 2008 Children’s Ministry Newsletter’s article on p. 4 “Teaching Bible Stories to Preschoolers:” (If you don’t have your copy, ask us for a new copy) Thank you for showing a loving, caring concern for our children.
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 Summer Church School:
Once again it’s time to sign up to teach and / or help during summer church school. We will have a class for preschool – 2nd grade at the 9:30 & 11:15 services, in the air-conditioned Village Green Nursery School room. Look for the sign up sheet in Memorial Hall. Sign up for the week(s) you want and take the matching folder(s).


Next Year’s Church School & Nursery 
Now is the time to think about next year’s church school and nursery. Do you wish to volunteer at the same service? Or, some people volunteer at a different service than they attend, so they can volunteer and attend church. Which grade level do you want to work with? Is your calling a specific level or do you want to try something new? Come and talk to us and we’ll do our best to help you decide the best place for you! We need nursery care at 8:00am, 9:30 am, 11:15 am, & 6:00 pm and church school (grades preschool – 8th grade) at 9:30 am & 11:15 am. 
Aren’t we blessed to have so many choices?
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Help Provide Bibles for US Troops
Go to http://biblesfortroops.org/info to find out how to contribute to send Bibles to our troops.
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~ To all who come for the 8:00 am & 6:00 pm services “just in case” a child shows up.

~ To all of you who volunteer your time to show our nursery children your loving care; 
~ To all who teach or help in our classrooms. Your willingness to be there shows the presence of God to our children.

~ To all who are willing to do “something, just a little bit extra” for our kids. 
We are so blessed to have such talented people in our church, 
and our children’s ministry is enriched as a result.

Who’s in the CE Office?


Date�
9:30 �
11:15�
6:00�
�
May 4�
Karlene & Carole�
Karlene & Carole�
Karlene�
�
May 11�
Carole�
Carole�
Carole�
�
May 18�
Carole�
Carole�
Carole�
�
May 25�
Karlene & Carole�
Karlene & Carole�
Karlene�
�
June 1�
Karlene�
Karlene�
Karlene�
�
June 8�
Karlene & Carole�
Karlene & Carole�
Karlene�
�
If you need to get hold of us:


Carole & Karlene will be at NEAUCE conference May 6 - 8


Karlene will be on vacation May 19 - 23


Carole will be on vacation May 26 – June 6





�	Children’s Ministry Newsletter May & June 2008








June 8: Children’s Day (with Teacher Appreciation video)


June 15 – August 31: Summer Church School


September 7: Rally Day


September 14: First Day of Church School. All teachers & helpers are encouraged to come & meet your students.
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Children’s Day & Volunteer Appreciation





It’s back……………….. a “good, old fashioned Children’s Day”


On June 8th, the children will lead worship at the 9:30 & 11:15 am services, with the classes participating as follows:


Preschool / Kindergarten: All God’s Children (youngest choir)


1st & 2nd grade: Lord’s Prayer


3rd & 4th grade: Prayer


5th & 6th grade: Scripture


7th & 8th grade: Call to Worship & Meditations


We also will have the presentation of the Step Memorization Awards to the 7th graders and a PowerPoint presentation to show the congregation how much we appreciate all the hard work our teachers, helpers, & nursery workers do. 





Scheduling for the Rest of the Year:





Originally we scheduled Children’s Day for May 11th, but it has been changed to June 8th. All of the schedulers for each class have been notified that we need teachers for every Sunday in May & June 1st. There are regular lessons in your class folder for the month of May. The lesson for June 1st is “Elisha Helps a Widow & Her Sons”. We have the kindergarten level lesson (what we’ll be using for Summer Church School) for the preschool – 2nd grade classes. We will place a lesson for the older classes in your classroom folder. You also can use the class time to work on Children’s Day & the step memorization program.


Reminder: the goal is 2 volunteers per class each week.














First Congregational Church, 37 Main St, Southington CT 06489, 860/628-6958 (CE office ext. 20)


Website: firstchurchsouthington.org		E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:churchschool@firstchurchsouthington.org" ��churchschool@firstchurchsouthington.org�
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End of Church School Year Stuff…..


It seems like just yesterday that we set up the church school classes, and now we’re at the end of this program year. Please empty out your classroom on June 1st as follows:


9:30 am service: Your classroom will still be used at the 11:15 am service, so you don’t need to empty out the room. Please return your class folder, spring quarter resource pack, and any unused student books to the Resource Room. Old lesson plans and used student books should be thrown out.


11:15 am service: There will not be any classes in this room after your class. Please return your class folder, spring quarter resource pack, and any unused student books to the Resource Room. Old lesson plans & used student books should be thrown out. All classroom supplies should be returned to the Teacher’s Resource Room. Please take down all items on the bulletin board & walls, except for the calendar & Memory Verse signs.


Any questions, let us know


Thank you for your help!

















June 28th  �    Fieldtrip:


MARK YOUR CALENDARS!


Heifer International has numerous Learning Centers throughout the country & we’re lucky to have one nearby; Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA (62 miles west of Boston). [For more information about Overlook Farm go to www.heifer.org; click on “Learn”; click on “Learning Centers”; click on “Overlook Farm”.] At Overlook Farm, visitors can see many of the animals that Heifer International uses around the world: water buffalo, alpaca, llamas, and traditional farm animals; and explore housing similar to those found in developing countries in which Heifer works such as Guatemala, Peru, and Thailand. Each year, Overlook Farm hosts an International Fair; this year the dates are June 28th & 29th and we are planning a “field trip” for Saturday, June 28th. Come with us to be immersed in the sights, sounds, & smells of the different cultures. There will be music from local groups; horse drawn hayrides; international crafts for sale; organic foods to eat; and much more! There will be more information about the transportation (we’re renting a bus), costs, times, etc. in the weekly church bulletin and the June Faithworks.


  You can go on your own if you wish (parking fee $5 per car) or join us on the bus. We plan to leave church at 9:00 am and return home at 5:00 pm. The cost is $10 which will cover the bus & bus parking fee. We’ll take a collection for the driver’s tip.  There is no admittance fee, and you can buy lunch there or bring your own.  


If you are interested in going on the bus, 


sign up on the list near the senior pastor’s office.











































































































 





























Karlene Archambeault





-----------------------


Carole Lantz
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Thoughts for 


Next Year:


Hard to believe, but Karlene & I are already planning for the next church school year. What will be the lessons in September? (We’re back to Creation, Noah, etc. – the fun ones to teach!) What will our theme be? (Something with “critters”) And most importantly …. What can we do to improve our church school? One area that we’re very concerned about is communication. How can we communicate all that we need to when we have 100+ volunteers (teachers, helpers, & nursery workers) at 4 different services? At the March meeting, the Board of Christian Education discussed this problem, but we also need your input. How can we communicate with you? Would you be willing to come to a quarterly teachers meeting? Should it be all grades, or just your grade? Would this help making schedules for the class? Do you read the newsletter? Is this a good way of communicating? Please think about this & let us know. We want to do what works best for you!


Carole








�








Now that Jesus has risen & ascended into heaven, we are given the task of making disciples of all the people – and that includes your students! Sometimes it’s difficult to determine just what your kids’ spiritual needs are, so here’s a little questionnaire you might use with your class to see how their faith journey is progressing ……………………….
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